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News from Christ Church Downend

What’s on at

Christmas
Christingle Service
Sunday 6th December, 10.30am & 4pm: A time for 
all ages to celebrate the hope Jesus brings to our 
world as each child holds their Christingle orange 
with a candle lit to symbolise the light shining in the 
darkness. Hope is extended to young people through 
the money given to the Children’s Society. 

Carols by Candlelight
Sunday 20 December, 6.30pm: A traditional carol 
service with our choir. The church is completely lit 
by candles as we prepare for the light of the world to 
come in the form of a helpless babe. 

Crib Service
Christmas Eve, 4pm: A wonderful opportunity for 
children and families to stop and embrace the real 
meaning of Christmas together in an atmosphere of 
excitement.

Christmas Eve
Midnight Communion, 11pm: With only moments 
to go, this peaceful service offers a space to reflect on 
the wonder of Christmas and will include some of our 
favourite carols.   

Christmas Day  
Holy Communion at The Church Centre,
Quakers Road, 9.15am: Immanuel! God is with us as we 
celebrate and give thanks.
Christmas Worship for All Ages, 10.30am:
A short service for all the family with carols and 
communion at the Parish Church. 



Words of wisdom
Having produced the biggest crop of apples 
ever, the old trees at the bottom of our garden 
are now bare, as the ground steadily digests 
the  decaying leaves and remains of fallen 
fruit. Who knows, but I wonder if they ‘feel’ any 
sense of satisfaction! They have done what they 
were designed to do. They have gone through 
a series of stages, changing with the seasons, 
maturing and fulfilling their potential. 

During the autumn at Christ Church our 
sermons have been asking what it might mean 
to mature spiritually, and in particular seeking 
to address the challenging question: How could 
we know if we are making progress on that 
path? 

In an attempt to offer a framework for 
measuring spiritual growth we identified five 
things that have always been associated with 
authentic Christian living:

Gospel - living in the awareness that God’s 
grace has brought new life;

Growth - taking small but intentional steps in 
the ways Jesus taught;

Groups - building relationships by belonging to 
an expression of community;

Gifts - discovering the ways we are uniquely 
equipped for serving others;

Giving - learning the joy of generosity in 
response to God’s blessing.

In this edition of the Parish Link members 
of Christ Church share their experiences of 
these ‘Marks of Maturity’ and in the New Year 
members of our Homegroups will be asking 
themselves: ‘How am I doing in that?’ 

You can listen to all the sermons on these 
themes via our website or request a CD of any 
of the talks by contacting the Parish Office. 
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Ever fancied skydiving?
John Bendy follows his dream of flying like a bird at the age 
of 90

Did you ever wish you could fly like a bird? From childhood I have watched 
with envy the effortless grace and beauty of gulls as they glide overhead. 
So when it became possible for the public to take part in skydiving that was 
a challenge too good to miss. There was an added incentive when some 
charities began to raise funds through sponsorship of skydives. I chose a 
charity originally called ‘The Bristol Cancer Help Centre’ (now renamed Penny 
Brohn Cancer Care) which my wife, Elaine, and I had supported from its founding in 1980.

Because of my age (90) I had to have a doctor’s certificate which was readily provided, 
and which I sent to the charity together with my application for a tandem skydive i.e. two 
people strapped together, one being a trained parachutist. A date was arranged for my 
dive, but the people of Cirencester Airfield turned me down because of my age. I am very 
grateful to those at Swindon Airfield who simply wanted to see me before they would 
accept my application.

Saturday 27th June was a beautifully sunny day when I arrived at 11.30am at the airfield 
to find a huge crowd of skydivers with their families and friends enjoying the occasion on 
benches outside a huge barn. The person in charge must have thought I was OK to dive, 
and arranged for me to have instruction on what to do before and during the dive. At 
about 2pm my name appeared at the top of list No. 12 of those who were to dive – each 
list showing the number of people required to fill the quite small aircraft to take us up to 
10,000 feet. 

I had asked for a DVD, so a cameraman had to dive with us. My instructor and I were 
the last to board the aircraft and the first to leave through the quite large hole in the side 
– there was no door. The time was 7pm!.- a long wait from 11.30 that morning. 

I was sitting on my instructor’s knee when he moved us towards the exit. His legs were 
over the side, with me outside the aircraft, then gently we slid off with the cameraman 
alongside.

When the instructor tapped my shoulders I extended my arms and the two of us fell 
freely for 5,000 feet (nearly 1 mile) like very ungainly birds. Suddenly, with tremendous 
force on my shoulders and legs the parachute opened and slowly and gently we drifted to 
earth. The view was wonderful. My earlier concerns about the shock of landing proved to 
be needless, as my instructor took all of it himself.

So ended a very unusual and enjoyable experience for which I thank my instructor, 
the cameraman and many others who made it possible for me to fulfil a long-awaited 
challenge.

If you have something you want to do, but can’t get round to it – have a go!

New Year - New Minister
We shall be welcoming Revd Paul Peterson to join the team at Christ Church 
when on Sunday 24th January he is licensed as Associate Minister by Bishop 
Lee Rayfield, Bishop of Swindon. We are planning a very special service at 
10.30am followed by food in North Street Hall. It will be so good to have 
Paul, Shelley, Andrew and Jonathan as part of the Christ Church family. 
Please pray for them and the people of Holy Trinity, Bradley Stoke, where the Peter-
sons have been for the past 8 years. 
 



Giving
Martin Brown challenges us to love God 
more than money

King Solomon wrote: ‘Whoever loves money never has 
money enough; whoever loves wealth is never satisfied 
with his income. This too is meaningless. As goods 
increase, so do those who consume them. And what 
benefit are they to the owner except to feast his eyes on 
them? The sleep of a labourer is sweet, whether he eats 
little or much, but the abundance of a rich man permits him no sleep.’

When we read words of wisdom such as this we often miss the 
point. Many people come to the conclusion that this does not apply 
to them because they are not wealthy; in fact it is quite a struggle to 
make ends meet, and if they stay awake at night it is not worrying 
about their wealth but how they are going to pay the unexpected 
car repair bill. King Solomon writes from the standpoint of a hugely 
wealthy man and can identify the dangers of loving money and 
wealth from his own experience. 

The biblical writers have no problem with people having a lot of 
money. In fact they often see wealth as a blessing from God to be 
celebrated. But there are many warnings to people who make the 
accumulation of wealth their main aim in life. There is no doubt that 
this is the love of money, which Solomon warns us about.

How do we know if we love money more than we love God? The 
big test is not how much money we have accumulated but whether 
we would be willing to give it away. When challenged to give do we 
look for the pound coin in our pocket and complain that we are always 
being asked for money? Or do we consider the proposition placed 
before us in the same way we would look at a personal investment 
opportunity and give accordingly? If we are unable to do this, then we 
may have already fallen into the trap, which Solomon warns us about.

If we give, but reluctantly, clinging desperately to that five pound 
note before having our fingers prised open then we have certainly 
succumbed to the temptation of loving money more than God. The 
wise words of St. Paul in the New Testament set out the ideal: ‘each 
person should give what they have decided in their heart to give, not 
reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver’.

We should see giving as a privilege not a duty and enjoy the blessings 
that God will pour out on us as a direct result of our open-handedness. 

Gospel 
Jon Tooby knows that God is with him at all 
times even when he is outside his comfort zone.

The Alpha Course has always been very special to me. Seven years 
ago my wife Tanya and I did the course together and as a result we 
both came to Christ (and made some great friends too).  Since then 
I have been really keen to be a part of something that for us was the 
start of our walk with God. I’m now currently helping on my fourth 
course and it’s a privilege to be able to share my faith and the good 
news of the gospel.

Whilst helping on the Alpha Course I’ve had a variety of roles from 
washing up and catering to just helping out where I can. When I was 
asked whether I’d like to lead the discussion time during the next 
course my first thought was say “yes” and the worry came later. 

Not being comfortable talking in front of large groups of people 
or having experience of leading group discussions it was going to be 
a daunting task. Years ago when we’d arranged to get married I was 
naturally really looking forward to the day but dreaded the thought 
of having to make the traditional groom’s speech at the reception and 
that was in front of a captive audience. 

The amazing thing I have found is that when God wants you to do 
something outside of your comfort zone, he is always going to be 
there walking alongside you. All you have to do is to ask for help and 
trust in him. When we are challenged to do difficult tasks in our lives 
we tend to judge what we are capable of through ours or society’s 
standards. God looks at us very differently. When Jesus choose his 
disciples, he didn’t pick what we would consider the best available to 
him, he choose ordinary people; a tax collector, fishermen, people like 
you and me. He could see exactly what they were capable of. I take 
great comfort in that, so if you’re worried about stepping out in faith, 
remember God will always provide you with the strength you need 
and you may be surprised by what you are capable of.

Growth
Richard Lovelock reflects on his growing 
desire to be in church to worship God.

On the first Sunday back from our summer holiday 
I felt like a child; while getting ready for church I 
found that I was full of excitement and anticipation, 
for no apparent reason, other than I was looking 
forward to going to church. In addition, I was also 
very much looking forward to just being back 
among my fellow ‘brothers and sisters in Christ’, who 
I feel a very real and deep connection with that goes beyond the 
relationship that I have with other people outside of Church, who I 
know much better and spend much more time with. 

 When I’m at Christ Church, I feel that I’m home. No matter how 
busy or stressed my week has been, or is going to be, I feel blessed 
and loved. Most of all I have a sense of peace, which I find helps me 
to maintain balance in my life by keeping things in perspective and 
staying focussed on what really matters - that God loves me and 
shows me his love through the people I see around me in Christ 
Church.

I remember a friend once said to me, when he was trying to 
arrange a day out: “You know you don’t have to go to Church”. 
Without thinking, my reply was immediate: “I know, but I want to”.

Gifts
Tracie Jenkins tells us what the children of 
Christ Church think about God given gifts

The Lord has blessed the children of Christ Church with a whole host of 
gifts, but how do they use these God-given talents on a day-
to-day basis? There are gifts and talents which are tangible 
and can be measured or shared with an audience but there 
are many others that are quiet, more personal and offered 
on a one-to-one basis. Our children, as with all of us, are all 
blessed with both. 

When asked in a recent Sunday group to identify the 
‘behind the scenes gifts’ of their friends, the children were able to do so 
without hesitation. They could recognise in others the gifts of friendship, 
kindness, encouragement, loyalty, justice, patience and many more.

When asked how they might use their gifts for the good of God’s 
kingdom, the answers were not quite so quick, but given thought, they 
decided that all gifts, however diverse or unusual were given to us for God 
to use, and that in his own time he would surely use them.

One young man who is particularly fond of arguing with his sister, for 
instance, feels sure that he would be able to use his debating skills to ‘make 
the case for Christianity’ in the future, such is his faith in God already.

In a recent ‘Celebration of Talent’ the children were able to share their 
performing talents with a small audience at Christ Church. The evening 
was organised to raise funds for a project in Zambia through the charity 
‘Mission Direct’. The programme was delightfully varied and included two 
vocal solos, a harmonica presentation, a gymnastic display, a trombone solo 
and a dance routine, together with displays of artwork and achievements 
in dance, cricket and the uniformed groups also raised a fantastic £180.00 
towards the project.

During September two of our children’s volunteers will have worked 
on the project and we look forward to hearing how the money raised has 
helped other people. What a great way for our children to use their talents. 
And how reassured we can be, that at such a young age, they already place 
value on the unseen gifts of others.  

“The biblical writers have no problem with people 
having a lot of money.”



Groups
Trish Milton shares some of her 
experiences of groups in different parts 
of the world

I’ve been fortunate enough to be blessed by several 
different kinds of groups.

The first group I joined was a gathering of Christian 
expatriates in Singapore, where I had moved to work as 
a maths teacher in an international school. Even though 
I had been a Christian for many years and received some 
wonderful teaching, I felt in awe of some of the group 
members who had such an incredible knowledge of 
scripture and others who could pray such amazing prayers, 
it seemed, compared to my ‘one-liners’. I learned a great 
deal!

This home group folded when various members moved 
away and so I found myself joining a local group of young 
professional Singaporeans. Apart from learning a lot 
about the local culture, I became much more a part of the 
main Anglican Church through belonging. Home group 
members had families at church; I was introduced to their 
wider families and became more integrated into church 
life. I was no longer an ‘outsider’. As the group grew and 
divided into two groups, I got to know even more people. 
Later these home groups were very important to me. 
When I became a missionary sent by the church to work 
in Laos and North East Thailand, teaching English classes 
as a means to share the gospel, the groups prayed for me, 
keeping in touch and supporting me through difficult 
times. 

Returning to the UK, I settled in Downend and began 
attending Christ Church. Once I knew this was where God 
wanted me to be, I looked for a home group. Not only 
has the group helped me to integrate into the church 
community, it has also given me the opportunity to bond 
with a small group of people, to share personal struggles, 
to pray with and for other members, to learn and to be 
church. What a blessing! 

I like to imagine that home groups give us a sense of 
what it was like to be in those first churches planted and 
brought to life by the apostle Paul; places where people 
eagerly come together to learn more about Jesus, to 
share daily experiences of life, to discuss and support one 
another. I pray that as our group grows and matures, it will 
give birth to more groups and help others discover the 
value of being part of a loving community.

Christmas day is hot, hot, hot 
in Uganda
Chris Dobson tells us that what Africa needs is not 
just aid but ‘fair investment and a level playing field’.

“It’s Christmas day here, and the sun is shining so hard 
we can barely be outside. It’s HOT, HOT, HOT! In Uganda, 
people don’t really exchange gifts, they give cards and visit 
family, and eat together (though it’s the same 7 items of 
food they eat every day). They do take things like sugar and 
rice back to their families in the deep villages, and there 
was drumming and singing to be heard late into the night.” 
European volunteers working in Northern Uganda.

It’s obvious that life in another country is different from our own, but how 
different? We all know of course that Africa is a developing continent where 
everyone struggles and people survive on less than £100 a year. Yet that’s 
only one part of the truth. 

This year I visited Uganda twice. Each time what hit me was not the 
poverty but the industry. Everywhere you looked there were small 
businesses, people buying and selling, roads full of vehicles. Visiting a 
remote North Eastern Ugandan village we ate pineapple crumble and 
custard. In Kampala a Ugandan friend picked us up in his air-conditioned 
Toyota and took us for supper in his three bedroom house. A government 
minister perhaps? No - a computer consultant. 

It’s true there is poverty, and there are those who need emergency help 
because of natural or manmade disasters, but perhaps what people really 
want is respect and opportunity. Just maybe what Ugandans want is not aid 
(an African proverb says, “begged water never quenches your thirst”) but 
fair investment and a level playing field? 

In May a Ugandan choir sang for us and revealed a level of joy and hope 
we rarely touch in this country. (Next time they come they told me they will 
be paying their own airfares!) They reminded us of a quality of community 
life that we often feel we have lost.

The reality of life in Uganda, and indeed across Africa, is very different 
from the pictures portrayed in the media. The very human dignity and 
industry of our African brothers and sisters can inspire us to reflect on our 
own values and assumptions. We know that climate changes are already 
adversely affecting developing nations across the world. Those changes 
will only be halted if we all learn to see truly and have a radical change of 
thinking.

Christmas this year could be extra-special if we welcome the King who 
sees things truly and differently into our hearts.

“The reality of life in Uganda, and indeed across 
Africa, is very different from the pictures portrayed in 

the media.”

G5

Small businesses in the market: This lady makes a living in the camp by sewing, 
making and repairing clothes.
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iinformation
Christ Church Downend (CC), Downend Rd &
Church Centre (QR), Quakers Rd, Bromley Heath
Parish Office, 57 North St, Bristol, BS16 5SG
t: 908 9867, e: office@christchurchdownend.com

Vicar: Revd Jonathan Vickery, t: 908 9868
e: vicar@christchurchdownend.com 
Children’s Worker: Tracie Jenkins, t: 956 5620
e: tracie@christchurchdownend.com 
Pastoral Care Worker: Helen Johnson,
t: 07906072021 
e: pastoralcare@christchurchdownend.com

services, etc 

Sunday services:
8am, Holy Communion (1662 Book of Common 
Prayer) CC, 1st, 3rd and 5th Sundays of the month.
9.15am, Holy Communion, QR 
10.30am, Morning Worship, CC
6.30pm, Evening Worship, CC

Service types vary at the 9.15am, 10.30am 
and 6.30pm services - please see website 
(www.christchurchdownend.com) or Pew Sheet 
for details.
Crèche and children’s groups are run at Christ Church 
during the 10.30am service.

Mid-week services:
Mon & Weds 9.15-9.45am, Morning Prayer, CC
Tuesday 7-7.30am, Morning Prayer, CC
Thursday 9.30am, Holy Communion, CC

From the Registers
Baptisms
26 July: Emelia Wildy, Elise Wildy, Freya Russ,
Ffion Williams, Toby Collin, Isabella Collin,
Hamish James, Charlie Stoker, Charlie Warren, 
Lenny Hunter

Weddings
11 July: Gary Watts and Rebecca Hurley
8 August: Patrick Warner and Victoria Moore,
James Claridge and Rebecca Norley
18 September: Robert Sharp and Helen Richardson
19 September: Michael Bull and Alexis Caseley

Funerals
23 July: Marjorie Hobbs
14 August: Harvey Breddy

Thanksgiving Service:
25 August: Marjorie Rice

At Christ Church our 
mission is to ‘build loving 

relationships’ 
up towards God (Spirituality), 

in towards each other 
(Community) &

out towards the world
 (Mission)

spirituality
community
mission

Girls in the lead - our centenary year
Gaynor Powell reports on the Girl Guiding movement as it 
celebrates 100 years of putting girls first and tells us what is 
happening in our local area today

A small group of courageous girls stepped forward at the 1909 Boy 
Scouts Rally in Crystal Palace Park, and asked its founder Robert Baden-
Powell to create something for the girls. Girl Guiding has come a long way 
since those early days; we now have around 500,000 members in the UK 
alone.

A uniform was devised for the girls to wear, appropriate for the clothing 
restrictions of the day. The girls were taught female activities and necessary skills to equip 
them for a useful or married life e.g. cooking, mending, child care, working in teams, and 
gaining leadership skills. Having said that during the war girl guides were called upon to 
help out in the community doing all manner of jobs.

Guiding today has changed dramatically in its uniform and type of activities undertaken. 
These days we have social awareness sessions, climate change, and charity work to name 
just a few. There are a number of different types of unit available locally, in Bromley Heath, 
Downend, Staple Hill, Emersons Green and Badminton Road. These range from Rainbows, 
Brownies, Guides and Rangers.

Rainbows (age 5-7years) are given the skills to cope with friendships, sharing, making 
decisions; local places of interest or a trip to the Christmas pantomime in Bristol. They learn 
through action, art and craft and we have a lot of fun things to do. A change the world 
challenge that the girls did raised £107.00 to send educational materials to Africa.

Brownies (age 7-10years), take on more responsibility, working in ‘Patrols’ with a small 
group of younger girls to help them learn new skills. They also have been taking part in a 
Girl Guiding change the world challenge, and enjoyed a summer camp. They have many 
interesting challenge badges to work for e.g. artist, computer, cyclist, designer, first-aider 
and swimming; to name just a few from a long list of activities.

Guides (age 10-14 years) are girls are looking for a more exciting time, therefore they 
have very active sessions: ten pin bowling, communication skills, mobile phones in a safe 
environment, personal safety, team building, world issues, exploring relationships and 
cooking. Music also plays a big part.

Rangers (age 14 onwards), are older girls will have exam years ahead of them. It is 
important to help them make decisions on activities they want to be part of. To channel 
their energy into ‘down-time’ many groups offer archery, abseiling, theatre outings, camps, 
outings to Cadbury World and the London Eye. This age group are often very aware of 
world matters and want to become involved more in charitable, recyclable and healthy 
lifestyles. 

Girl Guiding is an organisation that enables girls to mature, emotionally, mentally and 
spiritually, in an all female environment where they can make lifelong friends and retain 
skills for the years ahead. Many Guide leaders come from a Christian background so 
therefore bring to their units the principles of trust, fair play, commitment, honesty and 
non-judgement of either race or culture. The Guide movement is open for all girls, to help 
them to grow and achieve their own potential.

Lastly, all Guiders are volunteers and CRB-checked, and work for the benefit of their girls 
in their units. We are always looking for people to train as leaders, as we have many girls on 
waiting lists unable to attend because of the shortage of volunteers. Please think seriously 
if you could become involved in this worthwhile community work.

Giant eco-friendly Christmas card
The giant Christmas card will be up at the back of the Parish Church again 

this year.  Please make a donation to buy a star - there is no set amount but all 
the money goes to charity. Write your Christmas greeting to 
everyone at Christ Church on the star and place it on the 
card in the night sky above Bethlehem. This is a very quick 
and eco-friendly way to send a Christmas card to all your 
Church friends at once - do remember to go and see who 
has sent a message to you.



What’s on
Weekly stuff 
Craft Group, first and third Monday, 1.30pm, Parish Church
Fit ‘n’ Fab, every Tuesday, 9.45-11.30 am (term-time only), Parish Church reception area
Church Fellowship, every second Tuesday, 7.45pm, North Street Hall 
Open Church, every Thursday, 10.30-noon, Parish Church
Traidcraft shop, every Thursday, 9-5pm,  North Street Hall Annexe
Toddler Group, every Thursday (term-time only), 1.30 pm, North Street Hall 

November
27 November, JIGSAW, 9.45-11 am, Parish Church

December
5 December, Holly Fayre, 10.30am-1.30pm, North Street Hall
6 December, Christingle, 10.30am & 4pm, Parish Church
8 December, Mothers’ Union Christmas Dinner, 7.30pm, North Street Hall
9 December, Mothers’ Union Carol Service, 2.15pm, Parish Church
11 December, Jigsaw Christmas Party, 9.45am, Parish Church Foyer
14, 15 and 16 December, Christ Church Infants Nativity, 2pm, Parish Church
16 December, Christ Church Juniors Carol Concert, 7pm, Parish Church
17 December, Christ Church Infants Carols by Candlelight, 6pm, Parish Church
18 December, Christ Church End of Term Service, 11am, Parish Church
20 December, Christ Church Carols by Candlelight, 6.30pm, Parish Church

January
22 January, JIGSAW, 9.45-11am, Parish Church
24 January, Licensing of Paul Peterson as an Associate Minister by Bishop Lee Rayfield, 
Bishop of Swindon, 10.30am, Parish Church followed by food afterwards in North Street Hall

Credits, etc.
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using vegetable-based inks by Portishead Press Ltd. 
Editor: Jennifer Tinsley  Design: Jon Tooby
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This document is printed on 100% recycled paper.

When you have finished with this document please 
recycle it or better still pass it on to a friend.

The Christmas Whisper
Retired Canon Roy Baker gives us an insight into the very 
first Christmas

Christmas today is a very conspicuous event. It hasn’t always been 
so. The first Christmas was an anonymous affair. It happened at a very 
turbulent time in Middle East history. An unpopular government of 
occupation had issued an edict for a census to be taken. That meant 
uprooting families to go to their ancestral home town to register. Roman 
soldiers were everywhere in case of terrorist activity. In Bethlehem, as 
elsewhere, accommodation was scarce. Every available space was taken and no doubt 
charged for - even a stable in the backyard of a pub. Maybe there was more than one 
family crammed in there.  

Into all that awfulness a young girl, Mary, gave birth to a son, Jesus, with her husband 
Joseph in attendance. What a time! There were probably other births that night in the 
same conditions also. Mary and Joseph knew their son was special but who would have 
thought that some shepherds would have come to worship him in the muck of a stable? 
They had been minding their own business, ie sheep, on a nearby hill when an angel, 
accompanied by a heavenly choir, announced the birth of the Saviour. But shepherds 
on the next hill didn’t hear anything, nor the lovers in the lane, nor the landlord of the 
pub, nor the civil servants having a drink there after a hectic day at the census tables. The 
announcement of the birth of the Son of God was almost a whisper. It didn’t disturb the 
neighbours. And neither did the birth.

It’s amazing when you think about it. The saviour of the world began life quietly - except 
for his first cry - behind a pub. The love of God comes to earth in human form and it 
immediately identifies with the poor, the pushed around, the homeless. Jesus becomes a 
refugee, only just escaping a revengeful massacre of children. But the whisper went into a 
palace and a Governor’s residence, into homes and worship places, among crowds and in 
individual hearts. The love of God in Jesus touched lives in every place and circumstance.  

The Christmas whisper, if we listen, is for all of us. There are still babies born in terrible 
conditions; there are still many refugees and many homeless families. Jesus is born among 
them/us. The whisper of God’s love penetrating all the noise and activity of Christmas still 
speaks the Good News of His love for them/us in His Son. If we listen!

“It’s amazing... the saviour of the world 
began life quietly - except for his first 

cry -  behind a pub.”




